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Dr. Tanya Horsley is the Associate Director, Research Unit at the Royal College of Physicians and 

Surgeons of Canada and Adjunct Professor in the School of Epidemiology and Public Health at the 

University of Ottawa. She joined the Royal College in 2007 after completing a Post-Doctoral Fellowship 

at the Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) focussed on systematic review and meta-

analysis methods and has since received her MBA in 2018. 

Informed by theories from knowledge translation and implementation science, Tanya leads research that 

explores integrated knowledge translation on the co-creation, use, and influence of research in medical 

education with a particular focus on multi-stakeholder engagement and the complexity of knowledge use 

in organizational contexts.  She is also a leader in advancing the development of reporting guidelines to 

enhance the credibility and uptake of different forms of complex evidence in medical education.  

Tanya serves as a member of several national and international committees including the Association of 

American Medical College’s Research in Medical Education Committee and as an Associate Editor 

(Reviews) for the Journal of Continuing Education in the Health Professions and Canadian Medical 

Education Journals. 

 

Information: mariana.arteaga@uhn.ca; cheryl.ku@uhn.ca;  416-340-3646 
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Location: McMaster University, David Braley Health Sciences Center – downtown Hamilton 

For more info contact merit@mcmaster.ca  
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Big Ideas Lecture Series: 

Preparing learners to be 

the experts we need 

Wednesday, 

February 20 @ 

12:00 pm - 1:00 

pm 
The Michener Institute, St. 

Patrick Campus 

222 St. Patrick Street  

 

 

 

 

Maria Mylopoulos, PhD is a Scientist and Associate Director at The Wilson Centre. Her 

research program explores the development and maintenance of adaptive expertise, with a 

particular focus on how health professionals deal with uncertainty, novelty and complexity in 

their daily clinical problem solving. The aim of her research is to evolve understanding of 

adaptive expertise as it occurs in real-world contexts. The ultimate goal of her research is to 

translate this understanding to educational design that promotes the development of adaptive 

expert clinicians who are able to handle the complexities and challenges of the healthcare 

workplace. 

Topic:  In this era of increasing complexity, there is a growing gap between what we need our 

healthcare experts to do and the training we provide them. While health professional education 

has a long history of being guided by theories of expertise to inform curriculum design and 

implementation, the theories that currently underpin our educational programs do not account 

for the expertise necessary for excellence in the changing healthcare context. Adaptive 

expertise provides a theoretical and educational framework for understanding and developing 

the experts we need. In this discussion, Dr. Mylopoulos will present the imperative for adaptive 

expertise in healthcare and describe the science that supports strategies to foster adaptive 

expertise through education. 
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